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April 11, 2022

Representative Michael Guest
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Guest,

We understand the Army Aviation Support Facility #3 (AASF 3) in Meridian, MS is
critical to providing maintenance and repairs on the CH-47 helicopters for the
Mississippi National Guard. These helicopters not only provide a key warfighting
capability for our military, but also provide significant domestic natural disaster
response for our state and others. In order to keep these strategic assets available

for missions at a moment’s notice, a modern, fully equipped maintenance area is
required.

The AASF 3 is a vital asset to our community and is a strategic asset for our nation
supporting our local economy and national defense. Currently, the AASF 3 does not
have adequate space for our world-class mechanics to conduct routine maintenance
on the CH-47s. Because of the limited space, the AASF 3 mechanics are required to
conduct time consuming rotation of helicopters in order to perform these
maintenance operations. An expansion of maintenance space is urgently needed.

The East Mississippi Business Development Corporation (EMBDC) is the Chamber of
Commerce / Economic Development Organization for Lauderdale County, MS. The
EMBDC FULLY SUPPORTS this request for the addition of maintenance space to the
AASF 3 facility.

R pectfyly,!

ill Hannah
President/CEO

(& EMBDC Board of Directors
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EAST MISSISSIPPI BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
2021-2022 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

**Ms. Ann Alexander Emerita
A & B Electric Co., Inc.

Mr. Richmond Alexander
Engineering Plus

*Mr. John Anderson - Sec/Trea
Anderson Regional Health System

Mr. Jonathan Bell
Vital Care

Mr. Cole Cardwell
Structural Steel Services, Inc.

**x*Jimmy Copeland - Minority Business Alliance
Copeland Holdings

*x*xTerry Dale Cruse - Education
Mississippi State University

Mr. Jorge’ Frias
Pioneer Automotive

Mr. David Hall
Hall Timberlands

*Mr. Larkin Kennedy - Chair
Rush Health Systems

Ms. Dixie LaBruyere
Little Caesar’s Pizzas

xx* Commodore Robert “Bogart” Lanane II
NAS Meridian

Mr. Justin McDonald
Yates Companies

Mr. Donnie Massey
D&H Construction & Cabinetry

*Mr. Archie McDonnell, Jr. - Past Chair
Citizens National Bank

*Mr. Chris Phillips
Mississippi Power Company

Mr. Jerome Roberts
Tower Automotive

. Mr. Wade Sims

Wells Fargo Advisors

*Mr. Josh Waters
Waters International Trucks, Inc.

*Mr. Daniel Wile - V.Chair
Southern Cast Products

- Military

*Executive Committee

** Emerita

*** Ex-Officio
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April 8, 2022

Representative Michael Guest
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Guest,

| am writing to ask for your support for construction of additional maintenance space for the
Army Aviation Support Facility #3 (AASF 3) at Key Field in Meridian.

As you know, the AASF 3 provides maintenance and repairs on the CH-47 helicopters for the
Mississippi National Guard. These helicopters not only provide a key warfighting capability for
our military, but also provide significant domestic natural disaster response for our state and
others. To keep these strategic assets available for missions at a moment’s notice, a modern,
fully equipped maintenance area is required.

The current facility was built thirty years ago for another type of helicopter with different
requirements and does not adequately provide for the CH-47 maintenance. Because of the
limited space, the AASF 3 mechanics are required to conduct time consuming rotation of
helicopters in and out of the hangar for maintenance. In addition, weather concerns indicate
these aircraft need to be indoors as much as possible to protect them from inclement weather.

The AASF 3 is a vital asset to our community and is a strategic asset for our nation supporting
our local economy and national defense. An expansion of maintenance space is urgently
needed.

The Meridian Airport Authority fully supports the addition of maintenance space to the AASF 3
facility.

Sincerely,

»
-
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Tom Williams
President
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Alliance For Growth

L L | A N C E Bill Hannah, President
200 22 Avenue

FOR GROWTH Meridian, MS 39301

April 11, 2022

Representative Michael Guest
418 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Guest,

We understand the Army Aviation Support Facility #3 (AASF 3) in Meridian, MS is
critical to providing maintenance and repairs on the CH-47 helicopters for the
Mississippi National Guard. These helicopters not only provide a key warfighting
capability for our military, but also provide significant domestic natural disaster
response for our state and others. In order to keep these strategic assets available

for missions at a moment’s notice, a modern, fully equipped maintenance area is
required.

The AASF 3 is a vital asset to our community and is a strategic asset for our nation
supporting our local economy and national defense. Currently, the AASF 3 does not
have adequate space for our world-class mechanics to conduct routine maintenance
on the CH-47s. Because of the limited space, the AASF 3 mechanics are required to
conduct time consuming rotation of helicopters in order to perform these
maintenance operations. An expansion of maintenance space is urgently needed.

The Alliance For Growth (AFG) is Lauderdale County’s “Committee of 100" for
Economic Development. The ALLIANCE FOR GROWTH FULLY SUPPORTS this request
for the addition of maintenance space to the AASF 3 facility.

Respectfully,

(

ill Hannah
President

C: AFG Board of Directors
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Board of Directors
2022-2023

Archie McDonnell, CEO
Citizens National Bank
AFG Chairman

Michael Dudley, CEO
Commercial Bank of Mississippi
AFG Vice Chairman

John Anderson, CEO
Anderson Regional Health System

Mike Castle, CEO
Castle

Marty Davidson, Chairman
Southern Pipe & Supply Company

Tim Hogan, President
Mitchell Signs

Larkin Kennedy, CEO
Rush Health Systems

Bruce Martin, President
Meyer & Rosenbaum, Inc.

Alex Weddington, President
General Supply, Inc.

Tom Williams, President
Meridian Airport Authority

Bob Luke, Principal
LPK Architects
AFG Immediate Past Chairman



